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We, who are unrepresented in Parliament although we contribute to
the expense of keeping it, have only one effective mode of securing redress, and
that is Passive Resistance. Having had considerable experience of passive
resistance, we are in a position to measure our strength as well as our weak-
ness, and to measure also the value of passive resistance as a remedy. It will
not be denied that, during the first campaign, our sufferings were little com-
pared with the sufferings that the community had to undergo during the second
campaign; but we found, too, that, during that long period of four years
over which the second campaign spread, in the last stages of it, the number of
those who could stand what then appeared to be almost endless imprisonment
was undoubtedly small in comparison, but it was a band mostly of earnest
and indomitable spirits, and it was due to their sufferings alone that we were
able to reach what is known as the provisional settlement. It was called
"provisional" because, whilst it conceded all that we had been fighting for, it
had not the force of law. The present Bill is supposed to embody that settle-
ment, but, as you have seen from the objection drawn up by your Committee,
it has done nothing of the land. We are now pleading with the Government,
and we shall continue to do so so long as there is hope, but, in the last resort,
it is perfectly clear that the same means that brought about the provisional
settlement must be adopted now to secure legislative sanction for the promi-
ses contained in the settlement.
If, in spite of all our efforts to the contrary, the community has to engage
in a third campaign, it must necessarily be bitter and painful and involve
much greater sufferings than before. It is evident that thousands will not be
ready to engage in such a strenuous fight, but all who, having understood the
spirit of the Bill, are opposed to it, can endorse the action of those who have
the will and the ability to go through the hardships entailed by imprison-
ment or any other and further penalty that the Government may devise. Because
they cannot come to gaol, they need not stand out. They can look after those
who may be left behind by the sufferers. They can inform the Government that
they are at one with them in making the demand for redress, and that they
are heart and soul with the movement I take it that this meeting is compos-
ed of two such classes and that it is actuated by only one impulse, as everyone
of its members is affected equally by the Bill under consideration. I am hop-
ing that the Government will give heed to the telegram I have referred to
in my opening remarks, but, if unfortunately it cannot see its way to do so, I
hope that this meeting will unanimously pass the only resolution that will be
submitted to it.
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